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Northwich  Rural  District  Council. 


Health  Report  for  1947. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Northwich 
Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  following  statement  of  essential  matters 
affecting  the  Public  Health  of  the  District  during  the  year  1947. 


Section  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  57,547  acres 


Population  —  Registrar  General’s  latest  esti¬ 
mate  of  population  ...  ...  ...  30,650 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1947)  in¬ 
cluding  “squatters”  huts  at  Hartford 
Manor  Camp  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,047 

Rateable  value  (1st  October,  1947)  ...  ...  £163,841 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  £637 


The  following  extracts  from  vital  statistics  of  the-  year 
relate  to  net  births  and  deaths  after  correction  for  inward  and 
outward  transfers  by  the  Registrar- General. 


Live  Births  j 

Stillbirths  | 
Deaths... 


Total.  M.  F. 

Legitimate .  589  306  283  )  Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  the  esti- 

Illegitimate  ...  31  15  16  J  mated  resident  population...  20‘22 

Legitimate  ...  13  6  7  )  Rate  per  1000  total  (live  and 

Illegitimate...  4  13  /still)  births  ...  ...  26  68 

...  367  191  176  Death  Rate  x^er  1000  of  the  esti¬ 

mated  resident  population  .11*97 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar-General’s 
Short  List): — 

Deaths.  Rate  per  1000  total 

(live  and  still)  births. 

No  29  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  —  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  30  Other  puerperal  causes  3  ...  ...  ...  4'70 


Total 


3 


4-70 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1 .000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  29  03 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  28  86 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  32’25 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  .  — 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  .  3 
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The  following  table  compares  the 

main 

statistics 

for  1947 

ith  the 

years  1939 

—  1946: 

— 

Infant 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Popu¬ 

Birth 

Death 

Death 

Deaths 

Deaths 

lation 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

from 

from 

Cancer 

Tubercu¬ 

losis 

1939- 

29,020 

i5'67  •• 

I  I  'OO 

48'M 

. .  52 

9 

1940. 

30,030  .. 

I5‘25  •• 

1270 

5818 

•  •  52 

7 

1941. 

30,850  .. 

i3'59  •• 

1098 

3658 

. .  42 

. .  11 

1942. 

29,800 

16-17  •• 

1036  . . 

45'64 

•  •  43 

9 

1943- 

28900 

16-47  •• 

1072 

3781 

. .  40 

11 

x944 

28:730  .. 

18- 16 

1047  •• 

3065 

..  52 

..  14 

I945- 

28,460 

1739  •• 

n. 59  .. 

50-50 

•  •  55 

18 

1946. 

29,640 

18-04 

Ir57  •• 

28-03 

..  48 

••  13 

1947- 

30,650  .. 

2022 

11-97  •• 

2903 

•  •  56 

5 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH — 1947. 

(Taken  from  the  Registrar-General’ s  Tables). 


1.  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever 

Males. 

Females 

_ 

Total. 

2.  Oerebro  Spinal  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

3.  Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Whooping-Cough... 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Diphtheria... 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

1 

— 

1 

*) 

2 

4 

7.  Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

— 

1 

1 

8.  Syphilitic  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Influenza  ... 

1 

— 

1 

10.  Measles 

I 

— 

1 

11.  Ac.  Polio-myel  :  and  Polio-enceph  :  ... 

1 

1 

2 

12.  Ac.  :  inf  :  enceph  : 

— 

— 

— 

13.  Cancer  of  B  :  cav  :  &  oesoph  (M) 

uterus  (F) 

3 

3 

14.  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

8 

2 

10 

15.  Cancer  of  Breast  ... 

— 

8 

8 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

18 

17 

35 

17.  Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

18.  Intra-cran  :  vase  :  lesions 

13 

22 

35 

19.  Heart  Diseases 

75 

57 

132 

20.  Other  circulatory  diseases 

6 

5 

11 

21.  Bronchitis  ... 

7 

10 

17 

22.  Pneumonia 

7 

6 

13 

23.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

2 

3 

24.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

4 

— 

4 

25.  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

1 

2 

3 

26.  Appendicitis 

1 

— 

1 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases... 

1 

9 

10 

28.  Nephritis .  . 

4 

3 

7 

29.  Puerperal  and  Post-Abort.  Sepsis 

— 

— 

30.  Other  Puerperal  Causes... 

— 

3 

3 

31.  Premature  Birth... 

4 

— 

4 

32.  Congenital  debility  and  Malformations 

5 

1 

6 

33.  Suicide 

1 

2 

3 

34  Road  Traffic  Accidents . 

1 

1 

2 

35.  Other  Violent  Causes 

7 

2 

9 

36.  All  other  Causes . 

18 

20 

38 

191 

176 

367 
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No  new  major  industries  have  been  established  in  the 
District  during  1947.  Additional  workers  in  the  Agricultural  and 
local  Chemical  Industries  are  still  in  great  demand  and  the 
Council  have  pro,minently  in  mind  the  housing  needs  of  such 
extra  needed  manpower.  Unfortunately,  this  only  adds  to  the 
competition  which  is  already  keen  enough  for  the  new  houses 
being  erected  in  the  area. 

Section  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 

THE  AREA, 


(A)  Provided  by  the  District  Council. 
Staff. 

Medical  Officer 
of  Health 


(1) 

W.  S.  Slater,  M.B., 
Ch.B. ,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 


Sister  I.  D.  Rogerson 


Clerical  Staff 


J.  S.  Carrie 
Cert,  R.SJ. 

Cert.  Meat  &  Food  Inspection. 
Cert.  Sanitary  Science. 

Cert.  Smoke  Inspection  & 
Boiler  House  Management. 
Hon.  Cert.  Hygiene  R.I. 
Public  Health  &  Hygiene. 


(Services  shared  with 
the  North wich,  Wins- 
ford,  &  Middlewich 
Urban  Districts  & 
with  the  Northwich 
&  District  Joint  Hos¬ 
pital  Board). 

Trained  Nurse  -do- 

( Scabies  and 
Diphtheria 
Immunisation). 

2  persons  -do- 

( whole -time). 

Chief  Sanitary  (Northwich  Rural  District 
Inspector  Council  only). 


H.  R.  Worsley. 


W.  P.  Musgrave. 


Assistant  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

(At  present  studying  for 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
Examination). 

Assistant  to 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

(At  present  studying  for 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
Examination). 


do. 


do. 


Clerical  Staff 


1  person 

(whole-time). 


do. 
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(2)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  arrangements  made  with  the  Manchester  Public 
Health  Laboratory  and  with  the  County  Analyst  proved 
adequate  during  the  year  for  the  examination  of  water,  milk 
and  ice-cream  supplies  and  pathological  specimens  of  all 
descriptions. 

(3)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  area  have  shared  in  the  benefits  of 
the  North wich  Urban  Service,  working  under  a  Joint  Ambulance 
Committee.  In  addition,  the  ‘Winsford  Urban  Ambulance 
Service  has  assisted.  During  1947,  216  Rural  patients  were 
removed  by  the  Northwich  and  Winsford  Urban  Ambulance 
Services. 

(4)  Davenham  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  Joint  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  at  Davenham,  Nr. 
Northwich,  served  adequately  the  needs  of  the  District  Council 
and  admitted  70  Northwich  Rural  patients  during  1947. 

(5)  Details  of  the  other  Health  Services,  e.g.,  Sanitary  and 
Housing  Inspections,  Food  Examinations,  Diphtheria  Immunisa¬ 
tion,  etc.,  etc.,  provided  by  the  Northwich  Rural  Council  are 
recorded  later  in  this  report. 

(B)  Provided  by  the  County  Council. 

The  Cheshire  County  Council  have  Officers  discharging  duties 
in  the  Rural  Area  under  the  following  Services  : —  School  Medical, 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  Vaccination,  Tuberculosis,  School 
Dental,  Health  Visiting,  Weights  and  Measures  Inspection, 
Specialist  Services,  e.g.,  Orthopaedic,  Ophthalmic,  Venereal 
Diseases.  County  Maternity  Services  are  provided  in  neighbour¬ 
ing  Hospitals,  e.g.,  West  Park.  Clatterbridge,  Chester  City 
Hospital  and  County  Maternity  Ho,mes. 

County  proposals  are  pending  to  delegate  to  Divisional 
Health  Committees,  with  a  view  to  fostering  local  interest  in  and 
responsibility  for  most  of  the  “Personal”  Health  Services  under 
the  National  Health  Service  Act.  The  Rural  Council  is  likely  to 
be  adequately  represented  on  such  Divisional  Committees  and  so 
the  intimate  knowledge  of  Members  of  local  needs  and  conditions 
can  be  used  to  full  advantage  in  the  day  to  day  management  of 
such  Personal  Health  Service. 
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Section  C, 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA, 

Water  Supplies.  —  Water  supply  extensions  have  been 
carried  out  as  follows:  — 

Weaverham  for  52  houses  Length  900  yards 


Hartford  , ,  16 

Comberbach  ,,  6 

Rushton  , ,  8 

Marton  , ,  8 

Sproston  , ,  6 

Acton  , ,  4 


;  > 


136 


>  j 


50 


100  houses 


1086  vards 


The  Mid  and  South  East  Cheshire  Water  Board  became 
officially  responsible  for  both  supply  and  distribution  on  1/4/47, 
but  did  not  actually  take  over  the  administration  until  August 
of  that  year.  Since  that  time  the  work  of  laying  mains  for  new 
extensions  has  devolved  on  the  Board  direct,  the  Council's  stock, 
tools,  plant  and  personnel  having  been  taken  over  by  the  Board. 
All  new  extensions  hereafter,  may,  consequently,  not  be  known 
to  the  Council. 

It  is  necessary  to  say,  however,  that  the  urgent  need  for  a 
piped  service  in  the  Utkinton  —  Rushton  area  still  re, mains  to 
be  dealt  with. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  12  samples  of  water  were 
taken  by  the  Public  Health  Department  and  submitted  to  the 
Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination  with  the  following 
results  :  — 


Bacteriological  Examinations:  — 


Site 

Main  Well,  Eaton,  Rushton 
Fisher’s  Green  Well,  Utkinton 
Utkinton  School 

Utkinton  Top  Well 
Utkinton  Hall  Well 
Gresty’s  Well,  Utkinton 
Shallow  Well,  Platt’s  Field, 
Wincham 

Farmer’s  Arms,  Delamere 
Council  House,  Utkinton 
House  in  Church  Street,  Barnton 
Three  Greyhounds,  Bvley 
Cottage  in  Wimboldsley 


Analyst’s  Report. 

“Quite  unwholesome.” 

Provisionally  satisfactory . 5  ’ 
“Satisfactory  after  sterilisation 

t / 

with  chlorosA’ 

“Quite  unwholesome.’’ 
“Wholesome  quality.” 

-do* 


“Quite  unwholesome.” 

“Thoroughlv  wholesome.” 
-do- 
-do- 
-do- 
-do- 
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In  the  case  of  the  Platt’s  Field  Well,  Wincham,  .mentioned 
above,  this  was  closed. 


The  Area’s  supply  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action  and  as  a 
safeguard,  chlorination  is  regularly  applied. 


As  to  the  availability  of  the  supply,  the  following  sets  out 
the  approximate  number  of  houses  served  from  Public  Water 
Mains,  either  direct  to  the  houses  or  by  means  of  standpipes:  — 
Number  direct  to  Houses  ...  8,793 

By  means  of  Standpipes  ...  49  —  made  up  as  follows:  — 

Crowton  (12) 
Delamere  (3) 
Little  Leigh  (2) 
Marston  (13) 
Weaverham  (1) 
Wincham  (18) 


Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  following  detailed  statement,  for  which  1  am  indebted 
to  Mr.  J.  Birtwistle,  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  of  the  Council, 
sets  out  in  full  the  .major  drainage  schemes,  along  with  their 
difficulties  and  complications,  which  the  Council  in  1947  have 
considered.  Generally,  these  schemes  have  a  two-fold  purpose  — 
(1)  Meeting  satisfactorily  the  needs  of  the  residents,  both  present 
and  in  the  immediate  future,  for  adequate  drainage  arrange¬ 
ments  for  their  homes,  etc.  (2)  The  protection  of  the 
subterranean  water  supplies. 

Mr,.  J.  Birtwistle’s  statement  reads:  — 

“Delamere  —  Eddisbury  Borehole  —  Protection  of  Subter- 
raean  Supply. 

The  proposal  to  provide  sewers  in  the  Delamere  —  Oakmere 
area  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Eddisbury  Borehole  as  originally 
proposed  by  the  Council,  embracing  the  properties  in  Station 
Load,  north  of  Stoney  Lane  junction  and  the  easterly  section  of 
Stoney  Lane,  known  locally  as  Black  Hill,  was  objected  to  by 
the  County  Council  who  desired  an  extension  to  Abbey  Arms, 
Corner,  at  least. 

A  revised  scheme  was  prepared  which  involved  a  pumping 
station  at  Bowyers  Waste,  on  the  Chester-Manchester  main 
road. 

This  increased  the  cost  of  the  scheme  from  £2.662  to 
£13.025  and,  inasmuch  as  the  major  part  of  the  proposed  sewers 
would  not  provide  for  development,  due  to  the  areas  sterilized 
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for  water  protection  purposes,  the  Council  reduced  their  applica¬ 
tion  for  loan  to  the  laying  of  a  single  line  of  sewer  in  Station 
Road,  north  of  Stoney  Lane,  at  a  tendered  cost  of  £2,606. 

In  consequence,  the  Ministry  of  Health,  following  a  Public 
Inquiry,  asked  the  Council  to  ascertain  the  views  of  the  County 
Council  and  the  Mid  and  South  East  Cheshire  Water  Board  on 
the  Council’s  reduced  proposal. 

Since  then  the  Countv  Council  have  stated  that  their  Sub- 
Committee  have  recommended  approval  of  the  Rural  Council’s 
reduced  scheme  in  principle,  subject  to  the  Council  making  a 
further  application  in  respect  of  the  Major  Scheme  within  a  period 
of  five  years  from  the  22/1/48.  The  Major  Scheme  referred  to 
includes  Station  Road  north  and  south  of  Stoney  Lane,  Stoney 
Lane  east,  Abbey  Arms  Corner  and  Police  Station,  etc. 

The  Water  Board  have  not  yet  replied,  but  it  is  understood 
that  the  matter  is  being  carefully  considered. 

Briefly,  the  Scheme  was  introduced  because  a  number  of 
dwelling  houses  in  Station  Road,  north  of  Stoney  Lane,  some  of 
which  are  only  200  yards  distant  from  the  Eddisbury  Borehole 
and  are  within  a  sterilized  zone  of  protection  in  connection 
therewith,  are  suffering  from  the  fact  that  the  soakaway  svstems 
in  connection  with  their  septic  tanks  are  clogged  and  cause  the 
sewage  to  flood  on  the  surface  of  the  ground.  In  the  Council’s 
opinion,  however,  the  soakaways  which  do  work  are  a  potential 
danger  to  the  subterranean  water  supply,  and  as  a  Public  Health 
Authority  they  were  prepared  to  deal  with  these  cases  which 
were  a  nuisance  within  the  meaning  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  and,  incidentally,  the  other  adjoining  properties  which 
were  not.  But  to  extend  the  sewerage  system  beyond  this  is  not 
only  a  costly  matter,  when  viewed  from  the  standpoint  of  cost 
per  property  due  to  the  sparse  development,  but  it  is,  unnecessary 
from  the  standpoint  of  the  Council  as  a  Public  Health  Authority, 
unless  it  can  be  shown  and  proved  that  the  purity  of  the  public 
water  supply  is  affected.  It  would  obviously  be  very  unwise 
from  the  standpoint  of  the  Water  Board  to  permit  any  risk  of 
pollution,  however  remote,  and  in  this  connection  the  Council 
hold  the  view  that  the  Board  should  agree  to  contribute  sub¬ 
stantially  towards  the  cost  of  the  Major  Sewerage  Scheme.  As 
soon  as  an  agreement  can  be  reached  in  regard  to  this  matter  it 
is  the  Council’s  intention  to  put  forward  proposals  which  include 
not  only  the  area,  referred  to  by  the  Council  Council,  but  also 
other  areas  affecting  other  sources  of  supply  in  addition  to  the 
Eddisbury  Borehole. 
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Delamere  School  and  Cottages. 

The  Council  are  completing  the  erection  of  twelve  houses 
adjoining  the  Delamere  School  and  for  this  purpose  propose  to 
enlarge  the  existing  sewage  disposal  plant  which  deals  with  8 
Council  houses,  the  School  Master’s  House  and  the  Schools,  a 
scheme  which  has  received  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 

The  School  Managers  have,  however,  complained  that  they 
would  like  the  sewage  disposal  plant  removed  from  the  proximity 
of  the  schools  and  in  consequence,  the  County  Medical  Officer 
recommended  the  removal  to  a  site  adjoining  a  stream  known 
as  Hindswell  Gutter,  some  900  yards  to  the  south  of  the  School 
and  considered  by  the  Council  to  be  a  rather  costly  proposal. 
Bulj  it  has  now  been  revealed  that  the  Water  Board  object  to 
this  proposal  and,  in  consequence,  it  is  not  yet  possible  to  say 
what  solution  will  be  found.  It  is  possible  that  this  may 
necessitate  a  very  costly  extension  of  the  sewerage'  scheme 
previously  referred  to  for  the  Abbey  Arms  Corner  area. 

Cotebrook  Village,  Utklnton. 

A  scheme  for  the  provision  of  sewerage  in  this  Village  has 
been  under  consideration  for  the  past  ten  years,  but  due  to  war¬ 
time  restrictions,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  carry  it  out.  The 
proposal  has  now  been  revived  and  negotiations  with  the  School 
Managers  in  regard  to  the  Elementary  schools  and  various 
property  owners,  have  resulted  in  offers  of  contributions  towards 
the  cost  of  the  scheme  in  respect  of  18  separate  properties.  The 
total  cost  of  the  work  is  estimated  at  £1,575,  but  the  contri¬ 
butions  previously  mentioned  would  reduce  the  net  cost  to  the 
Council  to  £1,048  10s.  Od. 

As  part  of  the  proposed  sewers  would  be  unproductive  owing 
to  sterilization  for  the  protection  of  the  subterranean  water 
supply,  the  Council  have  made  application  to  the  Mid  and  South 
East  Cheshire  Water  Board  for  financial  assistance  and  their 
offer  is  awaited.  A  house  belonging  to  the  Board  in  need  of 
sewerage  is  in  the  sterilized  area  and  this  may  also  have  to  be 
included  in  the  scheme. 

Weaverham  —  Acton  Sewerage  &  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme. 

The  Scheme  in  connection  with  the  above,  referred  to  in  the 
last  annual  report,  was  prepared,  but  owing  to  an  unexpected 
demand  at  ‘Weaverham  for  houses  for  industrial  workers  in  con- 
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nection  with  the  export  drive,  the  Council’s  original  limitation 
of  the  capacity  of  the  outfall  works  would  not  per-mit  of  any  pro¬ 
vision  being  earmarked  for  the  Parish  of  Acton,  as  this  capacity 
would  all  be  absorbed  by  new  development  at  Weaverham. 
Independently  of  this,  the  cost  having  advanced  alarmingly  bv 
comparision  with  previous  estimates,  the  Council  had  already 
decided  to  exclude  the  laying  of  the  new  sewers  in  Acton,  for  the 
present. 

The  revised  scheme  has  been  presented  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  for  sanction  to  a  Loan  of  £41,970  and  notice  of  a  Public 
Inquiry  has  been  received  from  the  Ministry  to  be  held  in 
January,  1948. 

The  proposals  include  the  following  works:  — 

New  Outfall  Works  at  Weaverham,  comprising — 

3  Detritus  and  screening  tank? 

3  Settling  Tanks 
3  Circular  Percolating  Filters 
3  Humus  Tanks 
3  Storm  Water  Tanks 
14  Sludge  Drying  Beds 
1  Sludge  liquor  well  with  automatic  pu,mp. 

Provision  for  future  extensions,  as  required,  has  been  made. 

The  existing  population  in  the  Weaverham  —  Hartford  (part) 
drainage  area  is  3,284  and  the  population  provided  for  by  means 
of  the  existing  Owley  Wood  sewage  disposal  works  and  the  new 
Weaverham  works,  previously  referred  to,  is  6,005,  equivalent  to 
an  increase  of  2,721  persons. 

The  D.W.F.  provided  for  in  the  existing  and  proposed  new 
works  is  167,091  G/d  including  17,000  G/d  subsoil  water  from  the 
old  sewers,  the  remainder  being  based  on  a  daily  water  con¬ 
sumption  of  25  G/h. 

The  first  three  times  D.W.F.  will  be  passed  through  the 
settling  tanks  and  the  remainder  will  pass  through  the  storm 
water  tanks,  each  being  furnished  with  a  syphon  which  comes 
into  operation  as  soon  as  the  tanks  reach  full  conditions. 


Converting  population  figures  to  houses  the  particulars  are 


as  follows :  — 

Totals 

Weaverham  &  Hartford  (part) 

\  Existing  444 

Owlev  Wood  Area 

435 

879 
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Proposed  Houses 


I.C.I.  Industrial  Housing  Association  150 

I.C.I.  per  R.D.C .  100 

E.D.C.  further  proposals  ...  ...  289 

Private  Enterprise  proposals  ...  ...  83 


Further  future  proposals 


622 

520 


Total  2021 


Outfall  Works  Provision 

Owley  Wood  existing  Works 
Proposed  Weaverham  'Works 


381 

1120 

-  1501 


Deficit  to  meet  development  needs 


520 


The  Deficit  shown  will  be  .met  by  further  extensions  as  and 
when  required.  The  Council  consider  it  would  be  very  un¬ 
economical  to  make  provision  to-day  for  development  which  is 
not  likely  to  be  required  for  ten  years. 

The  proposed  new  sewers  include  new  12"  diameter  inter¬ 
cepting  sewers  from  the  new  outfall  site  in  Well  Lane  to  Owley 
Wood  sewage  works  and  the  extension  of  this  sewer  from  that 
point  to  Northwich  Road,  thence,  along  Northwich  Road  in  an 
easterly  direction  to  Hodge  Lane  corner  and  along  Hodge  Lane 
to  the  foot  of  the  Railway  Bridge. 

The  Owley  Wood  sewage  works  are  not  proposed  to  be  en¬ 
larged  beyond  their  designed  capacity,  but  as  a  third  filter 
is  required  and  the  two  old  filters  require  permanent  walls,  these 
works  are  included  in  the  improvements  to  be  carried  out.  Also 
the  existing  humus  tanks  being  too  small,  are  to  be  enlarged. 

In  the  circumstances  the  works  are  already  overworked  and, 
by  means  of  a  special  separating  valve,  it  is  proposed  to  limit  the 
quantity  passing  to  these  works  to  their  designed  capacity.  The 
remainder  of  the  Sewage  is  then  to  be  discharged  into  the  new 
intercepting  sewer  and  to  be  passed  forward  to  the  new  works  at 
Well  Lane.  Also  a  part  of  the  land  through  which  this  inter¬ 
cepting  sewer  will  pass  is  scheduled  for  development  and  it  is 
Immediately  proposed  to  erect  100  houses  by  the  Council  for  the 
need  of  T.C.T.  employees.  This  site  cannot  be  sewered,  except 
by  means  of  this  proposed  intercepting  sewer. 
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The  extension  of  this  sewer  from  Owley  Wood  to  Northwich 
Road  will  accommodate  the  150  houses  to  be  erected  by  Messrs. 
I.C.I.  Ltd.,  and  others  and  the  further  extensions  along 
Northwich  Road  and  Hodge  Lane  will  enable  the  Council  to  call 
upon  the  owners  of  the  existing  houses,  at  present  dependent  on 
tanks  and  soakaways  (many  of  which  the  Council  have  to  empty 
regularly  to  prevent  a  public  nuisance)  to  connect  their  drains  to 
the  public  sewer.  In  addition,  the  group  of  70  houses  at  the 
corner  of  Hodge  Lane  arid  Northwich  Road,  at  present  depend¬ 
ent  on  a  single  unit  pump,  will  be  connected  direct  to  the  new 
sewer  and  the  pumping  installation  will  then  be  abolished. 

Regarding  the  existing  sewers  in  the  village  of  Weaverham, 
the  future  development  of  the  Council’s  Housing  Schemes  will 
surcharge  an  existing  9"  sewer  from  High  Street  junction  with 
Church  Street  to  'Well  Lane  and  it  is  proposed  to  duplicate  this 
sewer  in  the  circumstances. 

The  length  of  new  sewers  involved  is  a  total  of  3.28  miles. 

When  the  new  works  have  been  completed  it  is  the  Council’s 
intention  to  carry  out  a  closet  conversion  sche,me,  there  being 
178  houses  in  the  village  of  Weaverham  on  the  pail  system,  re¬ 
quiring  weekly  attention  by  the  Council’s  Scavenging 
Department.  There  is  a  pressing  local  demand  for  the  abolition 
of  this  system,  but  the  Council  did  not  consider  it  in  order  to 
proceed  with  the  scheme  until  the  outfall  works  are  capable  of 
dealing  with  the  additional  flow. 

Housing  Scheme  Sewer  Extensions  and  Sewage  Disposal 
Facilities. 

Where  housing  schemes  are  being  erected  far  removed  from 
any  main  sewerage  system,  it  is  necessary  to  provide  independent 
outfalls.  These  are  being  carried  out  to  the  Ministry’s  approval 
and  vary  according  to  the  number  of  houses  to  be  dealt  with. 

In  at  least  one  case  (Marton)  where  8  houses  are  now  erected, 
the  Ministry  refused  to  consider  the  making  of  provision  for 
further  extensions  if  at  any  time  hereafter  it  is  found  desirable 
to  incorporate  a  number  of  existing  houses  and  pointed  out  that 
if  the  Council  desired  a  public  sewerage  scheme  it  must  be  pro¬ 
vided  in  the  normal  way  as  a  charge  against  the  general  district 
rate. 

In  another  case  (Wimboldslev).  where  the  Council  are  com¬ 
pleting  10  houses,  the  scheme  of  sewage  disposal  is  limited  to 
the  number  of  houses  referred  to,  but  adjoining  the  Housing  site 
there  is  an  elementarv  school  where  the  drainage  svstern  dis- 
charges  into  a  hole  in  the  ground  without  any  treatment 
whatsoever. 
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In  this  case  the  County  Education  Authority  have  said  they 
desire  to  improve  the  School’s  sanitation  and  for  that  purpose  to 
connect  the  schools  to  the  new  Housing  Scheme  outfall  works. 
This  was  approved  by  the  Council,  conditional  on  the  Education 
Authority  bearing  the  cost  of  enlargement  of  the  works.  The 
claim  was  .made,  however,  that  the  Council  should  accommodate 
the  school  without  payment,  but  as  the  scheme  is  purely  for  the 
requirements  of  the  new  houses  and  is  not  a  general  sewerage 
scheme  for  the  Parish,  the  Council  decided  that,  unless  the  en¬ 
largement  of  the  works  is  paid  for  by  the  School  Authority, 
accommodation  will  not  be  provided.  The  matter  has  not  yet 
reached  a  final  decision.” 


“New  sewers  laid  during  the  year  for  Housing  Schemes 
include  the  following:  — 

Foul  Sewers  Surface  Water  Total  lin. 


Sewers 

Yards 

W  eaverham 

605 

833 

1,438 

Hartford 

208 

383 

591 

Sproston 

82 

177 

259 

Acton  (part) 

141 

— 

141 

Comberbach 

95 

40 

135 

Cuddington 

20 

— 

20 

Darnhall 

157 

67 

224 

Marton 

257 

— 

257 

Moulton 

440 

102 

542 

Wimboldsley  (part) 

300 

— 

300 

2305 

1602 

3907 

In  addition  to  the  list  above,  schemes  are  in  hand  at 
Allostock,  Wimboldsley,  Davenham,  Delamere  and  Budheath  and 
others  shortly  to  be  commenced  include  Acton  (part),  Bvley, 
Barnton,  (Buncorn  Boad),  Little  Budworth  and  Bushton  (Eaton). 

The  following  8  schemes  are  already  provided  or  will  shortly 
be  provided  with  independent  outfalls  consisting  of  tanks  and 
percolating  filters,  furnished  with  revolving  sprinklers,  sludge 
•drying  beds,  etc.  to  render  the  effluent  fit  to  discharge  to  the 
nearest  stream.  They  will  be  maintained  by  the  Council’s 
sewerage  staff  and  are  located  at: — *  Sproston,  Acton,  Darnhall 
Marton,  Wimboldsley,  Byley,  Allostock  and  Bushton  (Eaton). 

In  the  case  of  the  Council’s  outfalls  these  have  been  con¬ 
sistently  maintained  in  spite  of  reduced  labour  conditions.  The 
Owley  Wood  works  are  overworked,  but  the  new  scheme  awaiting 
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the  Ministry’s  approval  will  permit  of  a  reduction  of  flow  to  these 
works  and  transfer  the  excess  sewage  to  the  proposed  new 
Weaverham  Works,. 


Rivers  Pollution. 

In  this  connection  there  have  been  no  serious  reports  during 
the  year  though  a  further  number  of  private  house  installations 
consisting  of  tanks  and  filters  furnished  with  revolving  sprinklers 
have  been  added. 


Night  Soil  Collection. 


Night  Soil  collection  is  still  carried  out  in  the  undernoted 
Parishes  : — • 


Direct  Labour 

Marston 
W  incham 
Acton 
Cuddington 
Weaverham 


Contract 

Anderton 

Coraberbach 

Rudheath 


The  Council,  mindful  of  the  possible  public  health  dangers 
arising  out  of  the  use  of  this  type  of  closet  accommodation  are 
encouraging  owners  of  property  where  water  supply  and  sewers 
are  available  to  carry  out  conversions  to  the  water  carriage 
system.  Public  notices  have  appeared  in  the  local  press  indica¬ 
ting  the  Council ’s  terms  of  assistance  in  this  respect. 


Public  Cleansing. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  J.  S.  Carrie,  reports  as 
follows  under  this  heading  :  - — 

“Scavenging  —  The  Council’s  scavenging  fleet  now  consists 
of  the  following  vehicles  :  — 

Shelvoke  &  Drewry  DMB.  782  Purchased  March,  1937 
Shelvoke  &  Drewry  HTU.  502  ,,  June,  1946 

Bedford  HLG.  656  ,,  October,  1942 

International  GTU.  828  ,,  November,  1941 


Their  direct  labour  scheme  extends  to  cover  the  removal  of 
house  refuse  in  the  Parishes  of: — - 


Acton 

Allostock 

Barnton 

Bostock 

Byley 

Crowton 

Cuddington 

Darn  hall 

Davenham 


Dela,mere 
Hartford 
Lach  Dennis 
Little  Bud  worth 
Little  Leigh 
Lostock  Gralam 
Marston 
Marton 
Moulton 


Nether  Peover 

Oakmere 

Rudheath 

Sproston 

Stanthoroe 

Weaverham 

Whatcroft 

Wimboldsley 

Wincham 
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Further  to  the  above  daily  work,  the  scavenging  staff  also 
execute  nightsoil  collection  on  two  nights  per  week  in  the 
following  Parishes: — Acton,  Cuddington,  We  aver  ham,  Marston, 
•Winch  am. 


In  addition  to  the  Council’s  direct  labour  schemes  the 
following  contractors  are  also  employed  :  — 


J.  H.  &  0.  Percival 
Comberbach 

G.  E.  Collins 
Antrobus 

G.  Bosley 
Rudheath 

H.  R.  Led  ward 
Tarporley 


Parishes  of  :  — 
Anderton  &  Comberbach 

Parishes  of:  — 
Anderton  &  Comberbach 

Parish  of :  — 
Rudheath 


Refuse  removal 
only. 

N  i  gh  t  s  o  i  1  r  em  o  v  a  1 
only. 

Nightsoil  removal 
only 


Parishes  of: — •  House  refuse  re- 

Tarporley,  Rushton  moval  only 

and  Utkinton. 


The  work  throughout  the  year  has  been  adequately  main¬ 
tained  in  spite  of  labour  difficulties  and  great  credit  is  due  to 
the  men  concerned. 


Salvage  of  Waste  Materials. 

Sale  of  Salvage  Materials  :  — 

1940  1911  1942  1943  1944  1945  1946  1947 

£753  £910  £2242  £2210  £1582  £1124  £837  £1226 

Total  Sales  to  date  —  £10,884. 


The  principal  sales  of  salvage  were  :  — 


During  the  Year  1947. 

Tons 

Cwts 

.  Qrs. 

lbs. 

Paper 

.  118 

6 

0 

0 

Textiles 

.  15 

12 

3 

0 

Iron 

.  7 

16 

0 

0 

Bones 

.  1 

14 

2 

0 

Since  the  inception  of  the  Salvage  Scheme  in  April,  1940  the 

following  collections  have  been  made:  — 

Tons 

Cwts 

Qrs. 

lbs. 

Paper 

.  1147 

1 

3 

0 

Textiles 

.  130 

7 

3 

3 

Iron 

.  421 

8 

0 

0 

Tins 

.  287 

9 

3 

0 

Bones 

90 

•  ••  ^  ^ 

0 

3 

0 

In  order 

to  encourage  the  maximum 

salv 

age  yield 

the 

Council  now  operate  a  bonus  payment  scheme  on  a  profit  basis. 
A  marked  increase  in  yield  has  been  noticed  since  the  inception 
of  the  scheme.” 
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Recreational  Sites  and  Playing  Fields. 

The  arrangement  made  for  the  assistance  to  Parish  Councils 
by  this  Council  is  bearing  fruit,  as  follows:  — 

Weaverham  —  6.00  acres  purchased  on  behalf  of  the«  Parish 
Councils  for  football,  tennis,  bowling,  children’s  playground  and 
Village  Hall.  Temporary  village  hall  proposals  in  hand. 

Hartford  — •  5J  acres  known  as  Grange  Park  in  course  of  pur¬ 
chase  by  the  parish  Council  as  an  extension  of  the  existing 
Recreation  Grounds. 

Lostock  Gralam  —  2.91  acres  purchased  by  Rural  Council 
and  now  transferred  to  Parish  Council  for  use  as  a,  children’s 
playground. 

Davenham  — •  First  part  of  Playing  Fields  purchased  by 
R.D.C.  on  behalf  of  Parish  Council  for  use  as  a  Cricket  Field. 

Tarporley  —  1.396  acres  of  land  transferred  to  Parish  Council 
for  Village  Hall  and  recreation  ground.  Temporary  hall  now  in 
service.  Area  adjoining  zoned  for  football  ground. 

Rudheath  —  Layout  plans  prepared  and  approved  by  Parish 
Council.  Purchase  of  site  under  consideration. 

Cuddington  — •  Area  of  ground  for  playing  fields  and  Village 
Hall  protected  by  zoning  proposals. 

Allostock  —  3.65  acres  purchased  by  Rural  Council  on  behalf 
of  Parish  Council.  Early  development  expected. 

Marston  - —  Land  reserved  in  Council  Housing  Scheme  now 
to  be  equipped  by  Parish  Council  to  plans  supplied  by  the  R.D.C. 
for  Recreational  purposes. 

Lach  Dennis  —  Temporary  Village  Hall  now  erected. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  in  the  Council’s  Dis¬ 
trict,  but  there  are  several  private  ones  as  follows:  — 

Fourwavs  Cafe,  Oakmere 
Golden  Nook,  Cuddington 

I.C.I.  Bath,  Acton  V  not  available  to  general  public. 

Marburv  Hall  Club 
Marton  School  Camp 

The  bacteriological  condition  of  the  Marton  School  Camp 
swimming  bath  water  was  ascertained  by  the  County 

Analyst  in  July,  1947  and  though  chlorination  of  the  water  was 
intermittent  only,  it  was  found  on  this  date  that  the  condition  of 
the  water  was  satisfactory. 
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Schools. 

The  number  of  schools  throughout  the  area  is  as  follows: — • 

5  Private  Schools 
32  Elementary  Schools. 

1  School  Camp 

During  the  year  the  Co,mberbach  C.E.  School  remained  closed 
on  account  of  serious  drainage  nuisance. 

Destruction  of  Rats  and  Mice. 

In  common  with  other  Rural  Authorities  in  the  County,  the 
Council  act  as  Agents  for  the  County  Council  in  this  matter  The 
number  of  contracts  entered  into  during  the  year  was  thirty-one 
and  the  contracts  figure  amounted  to  £152.  In  addition,  twenty- 
four  Clearances  of  premises  were  carried  out  at  a  cost  of  £9.  All 
the  Council’s  properties,  i.e.,  depots,  refuse  tips,  sewage  works 
and  main  sewers  were  treated  during  the  year.  The  work  was 
well  maintained  throughout  the  whole  of  the  year  and  the  total 
number  of  visits  made  on  rats  and  mice  destruction  was  947. 
With  regard  to  the  treatment  of  yats  in  sewers,  the  Council  is 
operating  under  the  Ministry  of  Food  Scheme  and  is  thereby  en¬ 
titled  to  reclaim  30%  of  the  cost  involved. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Rural  District. 

Camping  Sites. 

The  following  licensed  camping  sites  are  at  present  in 
operation  in  the  district:  — 

1.  Allways  Cafe,  Allostock 

2.  S.  Worth,  Crabtree  Garage,  Oakmere. 

3.  Mrs.  Sipeachley,  Eddisbury  Hill. 

4.  L.  K.  Beckwith,  Eddisbury  Hill. 

5.  Sandy  Lane,  Weaverham  — -  2  sites. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


Statement  of  Inspections  made  and  Notices  Issued. 


Nature  of  Inspections  made. 

Informal  Notices 

Statutory  Notices 

N  umber.  J 

Issued 

Compli¬ 
ed  with 

Issued 

Compli¬ 
ed  with 

I. 

Dwelling  Houses  (general  inspection) 

257 

98 

82 

1 

I 

2. 

Dwelling  Houses  (overcrowding) 

22 

16 

16 

3- 

Moveable  Dwellings 

72 

2 

I 

4- 

Sanitary  Accommodation  to  Dwellings 

1 1  IO 

60 

51 

5- 

Drainage,  Septic  Tanks  and  Cesspools  . . 

286 

55 

50 

6, 

Ditches  and  Watercourses 

46 

4 

2 

7- 

Offensive  Accumulations  .  . 

I  I 

5 

5 

8. 

Keeping  of  Animals 

9 

4 

4 

9- 

Provision  of  Ashbins 

266 

4 

4 

IO. 

Supervision  of  Refuse  Collection 

79 

2 

2 

ii. 

Supervision  of  Refuse  Tips 

29 

•  • 

•  • 

12. 

Slaughterhouses 

16 

•  • 

•  • 

13. 

Bakehouses  and  other  places  where  food 
is  prepared 

233 

19 

19 

14- 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds 

100 

33 

29 

i5- 

Factories  etc. 

22 

4 

1 

16. 

Protection  &  sampling  of  Water  Supplies 

24 

5 

5 

17- 

Canal  Boats 

23 

2 

2 

18. 

Infectious  Diseases,  Investigations  and 
Disinfections 

S3 

19. 

Schools,  Inspection  and  Disinfection  . . 

8 

•  • 

.  • 

20. 

Disinfection  of  Premises 

85 

.  . 

♦  . 

21. 

Deratisation  of  Premises 

1  947 

55 

55 

22. 

Smoke  Observations 

1 

•  • 

23. 

Miscellaneous 

23 

1  14 

14 

24- 

Inspections  under  Rural  Housing  Survey 

205 

•  • 

Totals 

3958 

382 

342 

r 

I 

FACTORIES  INSPECTION. 


Premises. 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

In¬ 

spections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

3 

3 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

124 

!7 

2 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out-work¬ 
ers’  premises) 

40 

2 

2 

_ 

Total 

167 

22 

4 

— 

Total 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Particulars. 


Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.i)  . 
Overcrowding  (S.2).. 
Unreasonable  temperature 

(S .  3)  *  •  •  •  •  • ! 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  | 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6)  . 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de¬ 
fective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences; 
relating  to  Outwork)  ..I 


Totals 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found. 


Referred 

secutions 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

were 

institute 

Number 
of  cases  in 
which  pro- 


2 

2 


Section  D. 
HOUSING. 

New  Houses. 


The  Council  is  energetically  pursuing  this  most  important 
phase  of  its  service  to  the  District.  No  less  than  16  Building 
Contractors  and  3  Streets  and  Sewers  Contractors  have  been  em¬ 
ployed.  The  number  of  houses  actually  completed  by  the  Council 
during  the  year  is  219,  made  up  as  follows:  — 


First  Programme 


Weaver  ham 

102 

Lostock  Gralam 

28 

Marston 

32 

Hartford 

2 

Barn  ton 

24 

Tarporley 

21 

Second  Programme 


Comberbach  4 

Cuddington  2 

Moulton  4 

Total  — -  10 


Total  —  209 
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To  this  total  it  is  necessary  to  add  46  completed  during  1946, 
thus  giving  a  total  of  265  houses  completed  in  the  Council’s  post¬ 
war  programme.  There  are  still  15  more  to  finish  the  Council's 
first  progamme  of  270  houses.  During  the  year  new  Contracts 
for  traditional  houses  have  been  entered  into  as  a  second  year 
programme,  as  follows:  — 


Acton 

4 

Baraton 

16 

Comberbach 

6 

Cuddington 

10 

Darnhall 

8 

Davenham 

12 

Del  am  ere 

12 

Hartford 

16 

Mart  on 

8 

Moulton 

10 

Sproston 

6 

Weaverham 

20 

Wimboldslev 

12 

140 

> 


Of  this  number  126  were  in 
course  of  erection  at  the  end 
of  the  year  and,  as  previously 
shown,  10  were  actually  com¬ 
pleted. 


Regarding  the  use  of  other  types  of  construction,  the 
Council  have  entered  into  further  contracts  for  the  erection  of 
72  Airey  type  prefabricated  permanent  houses,  as  follows: - 


Acton  4 

Allostock  12 

Byley  12 

Rudheath  26 

Rushton  8 


Little  Bud  worth  10 

72 


At  the  end  of  the  year  52  of  this  number  were  actually  com¬ 
menced.  Delays  have  occurred  due  to  cement  shortages  and  th© 
supply  of  jiggs,  but  the  cement  problem  has  now  improved. 

7  Additional  Housing  Sites  have  been  selected  during  the 
year  at  Anderton,  Lostock  Green,  Little  Leigh,  Crowton, 
Rudheath,  Wincha,m  and  Weaverham  (Church  Farm). 

The  work  carried  out  by  agencies  other  than  the  North wich 
Rural  District  Council  under  Licence  during  the  past  year  is  as 
follows :  — 
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New  houses  completed  =  25 

Plans  approved,  but  not  commenced,  including 
50  by  Messrs.  I.C.I.  Ltd.,  and  6  combined 
dwelling  houses  and  shops  by  Northwich  U.D.C 
in  the  Parish  of  Rudheath  =  89 

Under  construction  by  Northwich  U.D.C.  in  the 
Parish  of  Rudheath  136,  and  bv  Private  Enter¬ 
prise  elsewhere  20  =  156 

Conversions  and  adaptations. 

New  living  units  provided  =  11 

Under  construction  (new  living  units)  =  6 


The  eleven  conversions  consist  of  shop  store  rooms  converted 
tc  living  quarters  (1),  farm  outbuildings  converted  to  four  houses 
(4),  large  house  into  four  flats  (4),  prefabricated  concrete  army 
huts  converted  to  living  quarters  (2). 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  total  number  of  new  living  units 
actually  brought  into  service  during  the  year  is  :  — ■ 

R.D.C.  new  houses  219 

Private  Enterprise  —  new  houses  25 

,,  ,,  —  conversions  11 


Total  255 


The  total  number  of  outstanding  housing  applications  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  1,117. 

Rural  Housing  Survey. 


This  survey  has  been  curtailed  to  some  extent  on  account  of 
staff  shortages,  but  205  houses  were-  inspected  during  1947.  Up 
to  the  end  of  1947  the  survey  as  a  whole  shows  :  — 


Anderton 

No.  of  working-class 
houses  inspected. 

(R.V.  £ 20  and  under) 

105 

No.  regarded 
as  requiring 
demolition. 

16 

No.  found 
to  be 

overcrowded 

Barn  ton 

318 

51 

23 

Comberbach 

141 

40 

3 

Little  Leigh 

95 

16 

4 

Lostock  Gralam  ... 

264 

49 

2 

Mar  bury 

4 

— 

— 

M  arston 

173 

49 

9 

Moulton 

281 

28 

10 

‘Wincham 

232 

69 

15 

1613 

318 

66 
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Unfit  Houses. 

During  the  year  5  unlit  dwellings  were  demolished,  2  as  a 
result  of  informal  action  and  3  by  statutory  action  taken  in 
previous  years.  In  addition,  7  properties  were  formally  repres¬ 
ented  under  Sections  11  and  12  of  the  Housing  Act.  The  outcome, 
up  to  the  present,  of  these  representations  is  that  3  dwellings 
have  been  vacated  and  further  action  regarding  these  properties 
is  pending. 

Squatters’  Camp. 

The  Squatters’  Camp  at  Hartford  Manor  has  received  special 
attention.  Each  living  unit  has  been  furnished  with  a  water  tap 
over  a  sink  and  new  drain  extensions  have  been  provided  for  each 
unit.  In  addition,  a  portable'  oven  and  grate  has  been  fixed  to 
each  unit,  where  required,  and  the  large  huts  have  been  provided 
with  a  party  wall  to  create  two  living  units  and  division  walls  to 
a  height  of  6  feet  to*  provide  sleeping  quarters,  with  a  curtain  rod 
in  lieu  of  entrance  doors. 

The  electric  light  equipment  has  been  overhauled  and 
additional  W.C.’s  provided. 

The  concrete  units  have  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory  due  to 
condensation  in  cold  weather  and  these  units  are  not  now  being 
let  to  applicants  with  children.  One  child  died  suddenly  in  the 
camp  following  Broncho-pneumonia,  but  generally,  the  health  of 
the  occupants,  now  numbering  one  hundred,  has  been  good. 

Street  lamps  have  been  erected  to  serve  the  camp  and  the 
removal  of  house  refuse  is  dealt  with  by  the  Council’s  Sanitary 
Department. 

Section  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Milk.  81  samples  —  as  against  148  during  1946  —  of  milk 
were  submitted  to  the  Laboratory  during  1947  with  the 
following  results:  — 


Graded  milk  for  compliance 
with  prescribed  standards  :  — 
Tuberculin-Tested  Milk 
Accredited  Milk 
Pasteurised  Milk 
T.T.  (Pasteurised)  Milk 
Cleanliness  tests  of  Ungraded 
Milks  ... 


Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory 


23  samples  5  samples 
10  ,,  4  ,, 

22  ,,  5 


4  ,,  7 


No  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Laboratory  fov  examina¬ 
tion  for  Tubercle  Bacilli. 
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Included  amongst  the  above  figure  of  81  samples  were  37 
samples  of  School  Milk,  of  which  9  failed  to  comply  with 
the  prescribed  standards.  The  retailers  and  producers  con¬ 
cerned  were  immediately  informed  of  these  unsatisfactory 
school  supplies  and  their  methods  of  handling,  etc.,  were 
so  improved  that  subsequently  we  were  able  to  obtain 
promptly  2  or  more  successive  satisfactory  Laboratory  re¬ 
ports  on  their  supplies. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  24  successive  satisfactory  reports 
on  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  being  produced  at  a  large 
Milk  Depot  in  the  area  have  been  reported  to  us  by  the 
County  Health  Department.  The  installation  of  a  High- 
Temperature  Short  Time  Pasteurising  Plant,  along  with  an 
efficient  means  of  cleansing  bottles  and  bottle  filling 
arrangements,  from  which  these  satisfactory  reports  have 
been  received,  was  referred  to  in  my  last  year’s  report. 
Quite  a  big;  proportion  of  the  school  milk  consumed  in  the 
area  comes  from  this  large  Milk  Depot. 

The  Council’s  District  forms  part  of  a  large  ,milk  producing 
area  of  Cheshire  and  big  improvements  in  production  have 
lately  taken  place.  In  1938  the  total  farms  in  the  area  was 
567,  of  which  308  produced  ordinary  milk,  256  Accredited 
Milk  and  3  Tuberculin-Tested  Milk.  The  figures  by  the 
end  of  1947  were  as  follows:  — 

Total  F ar.ms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  607 

Ordinary  Milk  Producers  ...  ...  ...  316 

Accredited  Milk  Producers  ...  ...  ...  270 

Tuberculin-Tested  Milk  Producers  ...  ...  21 

The  Council  during  the  year  decided  that  3  successive  satis¬ 
factory  Laboratory  reports  should  be  obtained  on  a  supply, 
where  application  is  received  for  a  Licence  under  the  Milk 
Special  Designations  Order. 

The  following  licences  under  the  Special  Designations  Order 
were  granted  during  the  year:  — 

Authorising  dealers  under  the  special  designation 

Tuberculin  -Tested’  ’  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Authorising  dealers  to  use  the  special  designation 
“Pasteurised”  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Authorising  dealers  to  use  the  special  designation 
“Accredited”  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Supplementary  licences  authorising  the  use  of 
the  special  designation  “Tuberculin-Tested”  6 
Supplementary  licences  authorising  the  use  of 
the  special  designation  “Pasteurised”  ...  4 


(b)  Meat.  No  regular  slaughtering  has  taken  place  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  as  all  the  16  licensed  slaughterhouses  are  closed  due 
to  the  operation  of  the  Ministry  of  Food’s  orders. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  —  24  suspected  cases  of  Anthrax 
were  reported  under  this  Act,  none  of  which  was  confirmed 
by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

No  cases  wrere  reported  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1938, 
during  1947. 


(c)  Other  Foods.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  meat  and  other 
foods  condemned  during  the  course  of  inspections  at  food 
preparing  premises  .made  during  the  year:  — 


171  lbs.  Beef 
1091  tins  Evaporated  Milk 
20  tins  Plums 
15  lbs.  Bacon 
1  Veal  Loaf 
1  Pork  Loaf 
5  tins  Vegetables 

1  tin  Crab 

8  tins  Steak 
4  tins  Steak  &  Kidney 
Pudding 

43  tins  Condensed  Milk 
4  tins  Pilchards 

2  tins  Crayfish 
1  Beef  Loaf 

4  tins  Peas 
1  tin  Spaghetti 


2  tins  Jam 

9  71b.  tins  Corned  Beef 

1  tin  Jelly 

2  tins  Fruit  Salad 
133  lbs.  Fish 

1  tin  Luncheon  Meat 
48  lbs.  Tomatoes 
84  lbs.  Kippers 
1  box  New  Zealand  Livers 
1  tin  Kam 
56  lbs.  Liver 
27  lbs.  Butter 
1  tin  Sardines 
1  tin  Grapefruit  Marmalade 
16  Boxes  Cheese 
11  tins  Baked  Beans 
8  tins  Peaches 


Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938.  —  Routine  inspection  of  all  food 
preparing  premises  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year. 
In  this  respect  the  Council  has  on  its  register  52  premises 
and  all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  on  inspection. 


The  17  Bakehouses  on  the  Council’s  register  were  periodically 
visited  throughout  the  year  and  a  high  hygienic  standard 
was  maintained. 


Ice  Cream  Premises. 

Five  premises  hold  licenses  for  the  sale  and  manufacture  of 
Ice  Cream  and  five  premises  for  the  sale  only  of  Ice  Cream 
received  from  other  licensed  manufacturers. 

The  Health  Department  took  24  samples  of  Ice  Cream  during 
the  year  and  details  of  these  samples  are  recorded  as  follows:  — 
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Samples  from  1st  January  to  1st  May,  1947 :  — 

Total  —  7  samples 

5  Hot  Mix  —  3  satisfactory  |  Compared  with  old 

2  part  satisfactory  -  Grade  A  milk 
2  Cold  Mix  —  both  part  satisfactory  J  standards 


Samples  from  1st  May  to  31st  December,  1947:  — 

Total  —  17  samples 
15  Hot  Mix  —  Grade  1  —  6  samples 


2  Cold  Mix 


,,  2 
,,  3 

>  >  4 

Grade  2 
,,  B 


4 

4 

1 

1 

1 


)  ? 


j  * 


Since  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat-Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations 
came  into  force  on  the  1st  May,  much  time  and  attention  has 
been  given  by  the  Health  Department  Staff  to  the  .manufacturers 
of  Ice  Cream  so  that  they  may  comply  with  the  requirements  of 
these  Regulations.  In  this  work  I  am.  glad  to  acknowledge  the 
valuable  assistance  given  to  us  by  the  Advisory  Staff  of  the 
Reaseheath  Cheshire  School  of  Agriculture.  Through  our  joint 
efforts  the  manufacturers  were  enabled  to  produce  finally  an  Ice 
Cream  which  reached  Grades  indicating  clean  methods  through¬ 
out  all  stages  of  production. 

In  addition,  the  following,  based  upon  a  statement  by  the 
County  Council  Weights  and  Measures  Inspectors,  is  a  summary 
of  other  samples  obtained  in  the  Northwich  Rural  District  during 


year  1947:  — 

Number 

Number  adulterated  or 
not  up  to  the 
recognised  standard 

Name  ot  Sample. 

obtained. 

of  quality. 

Aspirin  Tablets 

1 

— — 

Baking  Powder 

2 

— 

Barley  Flour 

1 

— 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

1 

— 

Brawn 

1 

— 

Broth 

1 

— 

Cake  Mixture 

1 

— 

Cocoa 

1 

— 

Cod  Liver  Oil  &  Malt  Extract 

1 

— 

Cream  of  Tartar 

1 

— 

Eucalyptus  Oil 

1 

— 

Fish  Pastes 

4 

— 

Gravy  Browning 

1 

— 

Indigestion  Tablets 

1 

— 
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Name  of  Sample. 

Iodine  (Tincture  of) 

Jam  -  Apricot 
Laxative  Tablets 
Limeade  (Mineral  Drink) 
Liquorice 
Milk 

Mint  (in  vinegar) 

Pepper  (white) 

Sauce 

Semolina 

Sulphur  and  Yeast  Tablets 
Vinegar  (Malt) 

Whisky 


Number  adulterated  or 
not  up  to  the 

Number  recognised  standard 

obtained.  of  quality. 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

43  2 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

2  — 

1  — 


No. 

1. 

2. 


Particulars  of  samples  not  up  to  standard  :  — 


Sample 


Milk 


Result  of  Analysis. 


3.3%  deficient  in  fat 


Remarks.. 

\  One  sample  was  taken 
I  from  each  one  of  two 
churns  in  possession  of 
a  retailer.  No  action 


Section  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OYER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


(I)  The  incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases,  with  the  notable 
exception  of  Measles  and  Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  was 
low,  as  maye  be  gathered  from  the  following  table:  — 

Incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  (other  than 
Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1947. 


Diseases. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 
Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Diphtheria  . 

2 

2 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  . 

20 

17 

— 

Pneumonia 

8 

— 

2 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

— 

Measles . 

284 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough  . 

28 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . 

l 

1 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

11 

10 

2 
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The  2  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurring  in  the  area  during  the 
year  had  not  received  protective  treatment. 

As  to  the  incidence  of  Poliomyelitis,  all  notified  cases 
occurred  in  the  late  summer  and  autumn  and  2  of  the  1 1 
came  to  the  district  as  visitors  whilst  incubating  the 
disease.  Of  the  11  cases,  10  were  admitted  to  Davenham 
Isolation  Hospital,  2  died  there  from  severe  Respiratory 
Paralysis,  3  were  later  transferred  to  the  Clatterbridge 
County  Hospital  for  Orthopaedic  treatment  and  1  case  re¬ 
mains  in  hospital  with  “permanent’ '  Respiratory  Paralysis. 
The  remaining  four  were  discharged  home  from  Davenham 
having  made  satisfactory  progress  there.  The  Parishes 
from  which  the  known  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  came  were :  - 


Hartford 
Delamere 
Allostock 
•Weaverham 
Davenham 
Rudheath 
B  arnton 
Lach  Dennis 


1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 


case 


—  visitor  to  the  district 


cases 

case 

cases 

case 


being  a  visitor 


No  contacts  to  any  of  the  cases  are  known  to  have  developed 
the  disease,  nor  was  it  established  that  there  was  any  con¬ 
tact  amongst  the  cases  themselves.  The  haphazard 
distribution  of  the  cases,  their  different  food,  milk  and 
water  supplies,  the  fact  that  the  carrier-state  is  not  yet 
susceptible  of  Bacteriological  confirmation  and  the 
presence  no  doubt  of  abortive  cases  —  all  these  features 
make  the  control  and  prevention  of  this  disease,  which  can 
at  times  be  so  crippling  and  dangerous,  a  most  difficult 
matter.  Chlorination  of  swimming  baths  and  paddling 
pools  and  cleansing  of  sand  pits,  advice  on  avoidance  of 
crowds,  watering  of  streets,  are  but  some  of  the  measures 
tried  out  in  an  attempt  to  control  the  spread  of  the  disease, 
but  it  has  to  be  admitted  that  all  may  have  been  quite 
valueless. 


Specimens  submitted  for  Bacteriological  Examination. 


Examined  for. 

Number 

submitted 

Result. 

Positive 

Negative 

Diphtheria  Bacilli 

41 

3 

38 

Typhoid  Group  ...  . 

2 

— 

2 

Haemolytic  Streptococci 

14 

3 

11 

Faeces . 

l 

— 

1 

Brucella  Abortus  . 

1 

— 

1 
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(2)  TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  table  below  details  the  ages  of  both  new  cases  and  deaths 
from  both  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1947. 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Respiratory 

Noil- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year 

1-  5  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5-15  „  . 

— 

1 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-25  „  . 

1 

3 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

25-35  „  . 

2 

3 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

35-45  „  . 

u 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45-55  ,,  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55-65  ,,  . 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

5 

9 

4 

5 

2 

2 

— 

I 

Number  of  patients  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end 
of  the  years  :  — 

1939  1940  1941  1942  1943  1944  1945  1946  1947 


183  197  215  243  257  272  238  244  229 

48  Sputum  specimens  were  examined  at  the  County 
Council’s  Laboratory  during  the  year,  7  of  which  were 
reported  on  as  positive. 

(3)  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Luring  1941  —  1947  the  progress  made  in  the  Rural  area 
under  the  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Schetme,  which  was 
commenced  jointly  in  1941  through  the  Joint  M.O.H. 

Committee,  can  be  gathered  from  the  following  figures:  — 
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Percentage  of  Children 
treated  between  0-4 

1941. 

1942. 

1943. 

1944. 

1945. 

1946. 

1947. 

years  of  age  inclusive 

Percentage  of  Children 
treated  between  5-14 

253y 

37-27* 

37-17* 

34-5°/. 

352  °jo 

34  1% 

4244> 

years  of  age  inclusive 

73-7% 

77‘7> 

78-3> 

80-7  > 

76-67° 

75  6% 

74  9% 

The  total  number  of  children  known  to  have  received  pro¬ 
tective  treatment  in  the  Northwich  Rural  area  up  to 
December,  1947,  was  6,326,  of  whom  430  have  received 
“booster”  injections. 

The  arrangements  made  for  the  immunising  of  the  children 
of  the  area  were  referred  to  in  detail  in  last  year’s  report. 

The  results  of  the  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Scheme  on  the 
prevalence  of  Diphtheria  in  the  Northwich  Rural  District 
may  be  gathered  from  the  following  table:  — 


Number  of  Diph¬ 

1938.  1939.  1940. 

1941. 

1942. 

1943. 

1944. 

1945. 

1946.  1947 

theria  Cases  ... 

Number  of  deaths 

13 

21  39 

14 

20 

6 

2 

3 

-  2 

from  Diphtheria 

Number  of  Chil¬ 
dren  known  to 
have  had  the  pro¬ 

1* 

1*  2* 

1* 

1* 

tective  treatment 

— 

18 

4023 

4755 

5306 

5619 

5962 

6052  6326 

*None  of 

those 

who  died 

from 

Diphtheria 

had 

received  the 

protective  treatment  previously  —  possibly,  if  they  had, 
they  would  be  alive  and  well  now. 

(4)  SCABIES  AND  VERMINOUS  INFESTATION. 

The  arrangements  made  in  1942  through  the  Joint  M.O.H. 
Committee  for  the  treatment  of  S'cabies  and  Pediculosis 
patients  worked  very  satisfactorily  during  1947.  Patients 
of  the  Rural  District  receive  cleansing  treatment  at  the 
Northwich  and  Winsford  Cleansing  Centres. 

The  reduction  in  the  incidence  of  Scabies  since  1942  can  be 
gathered  from  the  following:  — 


1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Cases  of  Scabies 

755 

453 

399 

243 

233 

119 

Cases  of  Pediculosis 

25 

12 

12 

17 

2 

l 

Number  of  House- 

780 

465 

411 

260 

235 

120 

holds  involved 

270 

184 

169 

119 

101 

62 
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(5)  DISINFECTION  OF  PREMISES. 

The  disinfection  of  108  homes  was  carried  out  during  the 
year  as  follows:  — 

For  Vermin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23  houses 

For  Tuberculosis  (plus  steam  disinfection  of 
bedding)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13  ,, 

For  Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  72  ,, 

I  would  like  to  say,  in  closing  this  report,  how  much  I 
appreciate  the  help  1  have  received  from  the  Members  of  the 
Council  and  Officials  in  dealing  with  the  various  matters  which 
have  arisen  during  the  year. 


W.  S.  SLATER,  M.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


June,  1948. 


